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not have for its object the amelioration of the lot of the
people, is a crime added to a previous crime. You have
done nothing for the public good if all your laws, all
your institutions do not tend to abolish this unjust
distribution of wealth."
As a means of bringing about such better distri-
bution he advocated a drastic inheritance law and a
progressive income tax. As early as 1791, we find him
saying: "Can a man dispose at will of the soil he has
cultivated when he himself has turned to dust? No, a
man's (landed) property must, after his death, be
returned to the public domain."
As for other forms of property, the testator should
be permitted to dispose of only a portion, the remainder
falling to the State.
He laid down as a fundamental principle that "the
rights of property can not be prejudicial to the security,
liberty or property of others", which, says the socialist
historian Jaures, "lays the foundation for vast ex-
propriations that the changes in the economic life of
the nation might make necessary".
It will be asked whether he should be classed as a
Socialist. The human aspiration at the back of Socialism
and Communism is equality. That aspiration was also
his. He rejected Collectivism as a means towards its
realization, but this rejection is in line with Collectivist
philosophy, which holds that an advanced stage of
industrial development — a machine civilization — is
necessary before it can be put to successful practice.
There is, however, every reason to believe that he would
have espoused Collectivism had it appeared practicable.
Such was the opinion of the early Collectivists them-
selves, Babeuf, Buonarroti, Louis Blanc, Bronterre
O'Brien—all, because of his aspiration, regard him as
their forerunner. His significance, however, does not
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